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2013 Newsletter 
November 2013 
Hello everyone we hope this finds you and your family’s well.  
We would like to extend our very best wishes for the upcoming holiday 
season. 
Our 2013 season at the lodge was VERY FISHY indeed, one of the best in 
recent history, more guests went out of the lodge with their limits in salmon, 
then any year we can remember. 
The Coho (Silvers) were so abundant I personally couldn’t believe it. Each 
orientation I would say THE COHO FISHING IS GREAT and overall it has 
been most of the season. BUT it could end soon or it could be over already?  
I was waiting for the bubble to burst so to speak, as it would in a normal 
season. Coho seem to come in, then go else where for a period.  
I would rather have guests be surprised, rather then disappointed. As it was I 
did not have to worry, the Coho where in abundance right to the end of the 
season. 
 Those that come yearly would agree with me, when I say there were fewer 
whales this season. Very few pilchard were in the inlet. Fewer whales mean 
more bait fish for the salmon. I don’t know any other reason for the constant 
abundance of Coho, It goes to show as long as there’s food, the fish will stay 
in the area.  
I spoke to a friend a few days ago and apparently the area is still full, albeit 
mostly in the rivers by now. 
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With this Fantastic Coho fishery most of our guests were happy to fish for 
them, hard to beat the explosive action on light tackle. 
The ardent Chinook fishers that come to Rivers Inlet in search of the Tyee that 
ply the waters of the area, where mostly successful. 
But it’s hard to see all the Coho arriving to the cleaning tables and not pull 
away from Chinook fishing, and target the Coho. 
Halibut on the other hand had a whole new set of Federal Fisheries rules in 
regards to size and limits. This, I thought would be a problem for most lodges. 
At Black Gold we could see this coming and applied for and received a 
special experimental license allowing us to buy quota from the commercial 
halibut fleet. This would be used if and when all the usable Sports quota had 
been depleted. 
 As the season for halibut opens in March many sports fishers start fishing 
then and as we do not open until July the possibility of the sports quota being 
used up before we opened could have been a possibility. 
This experimental program would allow Black Gold’s guests to continue 
fishing. The new law kept the limits the same, two halibut per person but with 
weight restrictions, about 65 lbs. was the largest allowed and one had to be in 
the 20 lb. area. Actually these size limits were in centimeters. 
We had our paddles in our boats marked off as to the size allowed and it 
seemed to work well. 
The very large Halibut you see on our web site where caught through the 
Experimental Halibut Program and had to be paid for at a determined price set 
by the commercial value, those that caught these big Halibut thought it was 
defiantly worth it the price. 
As the “ DEAD PITCH COUNT “ in the salmon spawning streams, four years 
ago was excellent, we anticipate a great Chinook run returning this coming 
season. 
Coho, well if we have anything like this season It’s going to be Great fishing 
all round. 
A side note here, we have lost a few lodges in Rivers Inlet over the past few 
years, mostly due to the owners passing away or some unrelated business 
reason. 



3826 Azalea Place, Port Coquitlam   •   British Columbia, Canada V3B 4A2   •   (604) 941-3228 

 This is sad in some respects and good in other ways. 
We were notified that a lodge that fished the head of the Inlet every day will 
no longer run as a commercial Lodge. The owner is a very wealthy person and 
will have the lodge for his friends only.  
This in it’s self will put many more Chinook on the spawning beds.  
Less lodges in the Inlet means more fish for those that are open. 
This is a GREAT time to fish and as a lodge owner I feel we have a wonderful  
future.  
Rivers Inlet was, is and always will be the absolute best destination for the 
massive Chinook Salmon on the B.C. coast. 
We hope everyone has a great winter and we look forward to seeing you this 
coming fishing season. 
 
OUR 2013 FREE TRIP WINNERS are as listed below. 
All free trips are for 2014 season and will be a Friday – Monday Standard 
Package trip Value $ 1395.00 
 
LARGEST CHINOOK 
Peter Boyle -  
Peter’s 46 lb. Tyee was caught on July 18 th. This was a great year of fishing 
and adventure’s for Peter, as this was his second Tyee over 40 lbs. and while 
fishing Peter looked at something moving in the water, It was a Grizzly bear 
that swam right passed their boat, what a thrill ! 
 
LARGEST COHO 
Lisa Cory 
Lisa caught her winning Coho of 17.3 lbs. on August 14 th. She also caught a 
Tyee on her trip. A great trip for Lisa! 
 
LARGEST HALIBUT 
Willy Pauly 
Willy caught his 138 lb. Winning Halibut on August 24 th. This was quite a 
story as Willy caught it on his Salmon set up, Talk about a light tackle 
challenge. I was on the scene to access the size and situation, Willy did a 
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remarkable job landing this fish. A lot of action on Halibut this season. One 
dose not have to travel far for these beauties Willy hooked into this at Calf 
Island pass. 
 
GENERAL GUEST LIST DRAW 
The lucky winner of the draw is Bill Long of Coquitlam B.C. 
 
CONGRATULATIOS TO ALL OUR WINNERS. 
 
We look forward to seeing you next season. 
 
Kindest Regards 
Jim and Brenda 
 

 
 
 


